
Umbata Hydroelectric Project
Begetekong Power Corporation Inc. (a partnership between the
Ojibways of the Pic River First Nation and Innergex II Inc.) is proposing
to develop an 22.8-MW hydroelectric facility on the White River at
Umbata Falls, approximately 30 km southeast of Marathon.  This
will be a run-of-river development that will meet the requirements
for EcologoTM certification under the Environmental Choice Program
of Environment Canada.

Conceptual Design
The features of the project are shown on the other side of this
information sheet, and are as follows:
• An overflow weir with a concrete base and an inflatable rubber 

upper section, located approximately 150m above the falls
• A 335m long diversion channel on the north side of a natural 

high point/island, leading to the intake and a gated sluice structure
• A 483m long underground tunnel to convey water to

the powerhouse
• A powerhouse containing two horizontal Kaplan turbine units
• A permanent ecological flow over Umbata Falls
• Rated flow of 75 m3/s and gross head of 37.3m
• Annual power production of 111.8 Gigawatt hours, which could 

provide sufficient electricity for approximately 15,000 homes
• Connection to the Hydro One grid north of Hwy 17.

Environmental Assessment and Project Schedule
The project is subject to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment’s
Environmental Screening Process for Electricity Projects and the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources’ Waterpower Program
Guidelines.  In addition, a number of environmental permits will be
required, including Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
approval for aquatic habitat mitigation. Acres International Limited
is assisting Begetekong Power Corporation with the environmental
screening/approvals process.

Public open houses were previously provided in Marathon and White
River during November 2003 to present the conceptual design.
Comments received during those and other consultation opportunities
have been considered, and field investigations have been undertaken
to gain a better understanding of social and natural environment
values within the project area. The proposed design has been adjusted
based on this feedback and information. It is anticipated that the
environmental screening report will be available for public review by
December 2004.  Upon approval of the report, final engineering
design and other environmental applications will proceed.  It is
anticipated that construction would commence in Summer 2005.

Issues
The environmental and social issues that have been identified to
date include:
• Increase/loss of aquatic habitat in the headpond and falls/gorge

areas, respectively
• Loss of terrestrial habitat associated with the headpond, access

roads and transmission corridor
• Changes to aesthetics of local area and Umbata Falls due to 

reduced flow over the falls
• maintaining a portage route around the falls during construction.

The Umbata Falls site was allocated to the Pic River First Nation
for hydropower development by the Ontario government in 1993.
In 1999, the Ontario Living Legacy land use strategy recommended
extending the boundary of White Lake Provincial Park downstream
from White Lake to Pukaskwa National Park.  The potential for
hydropower development within this section of the river was recognized
and deemed a permitted, non-conforming use in that strategy. The
proposed Umbata hydro development will not affect the existing
canoe route. An alternative portage route on the opposite shore is
proposed, as well as a shuttle service to White Lake and/or
Pukaskwa Park.
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For more information or to provide your comments, please contact:

Byron LeClair Larry King
Development Director Project Manager
Begetekong Power Corporation Inc. Acres International Limited
c/o Ojibways of the Pic River First Nation 4342 Queen Street, PO Box 1001
PO Box 193, Via Heron Bay, ON Niagara Falls, ON
P0T 1R0 L2E 6W1
807-229-1749, 807-229-1944 (fax) 905-374-5200, 905-374-1157 (fax)
E-mail: bleclair@picriver.com E-mail: lking@acres.com

October 2004
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Overflow Weir
Water is collected for diversion to intake

Intake
Water is diverted from the river to the tunnel

Tunnel
Water is conveyed through the power tunnel
excavated in rock
(total length of approximately 500m)

Powerhouse
Water activates the turbines in the powerhouse
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